
INTERNATIONAL AIR CADET EXCHANGE (IACE): UNITED KINGDOM 2017 

 

By: Warrant Officer First Class Michelle Hui, Squadron Warrant Officer 

 

The Journey began on July 17th, 2017 as 

the Canadians boarded the plane, destined 

for the United Kingdom. I attended a three-

week course known as International Air 

Cadet Exchange (IACE). This year was 

quite significant as it was the 70th 

anniversary of the Air Cadet Exchange 

Program. It started back in 1947, after 

WW2, where the Canadians and British had 

the first official exchange. This year, to 

celebrate the long history behind the first 

exchange, 25 Royal Canadians Air Cadets 

were sent overseas to start their journey in 

London, England, along with 12 other countries. The purpose of the trip was to gather many 

aviation-minded youth to take a glimpse of other cultures and to form life-long friendships. 

 

The U.K. hosted around 97 cadets, all from 

different countries. Although the 97 cadets 

were separated into 3 flights - Party A, Party B 

and Party C - we spent the next 5 days getting 

to know each other a little bit better in the bright 

city of London. We had the opportunity to see 

the famous sightseeing spots such as the Big 

Ben, London Eye, Parliament and Buckingham 

Palace. It was also interesting to see the Royal 

Aeronautical Society Club and Royal Air Force 

Club where we got to meet the head of the U.K. 

Cadets, which was an honour and cadets typically do not usually get 

the same opportunity to do so. We were able to enter the highly 

secured gate that lead to 10 Downing Street where the Prime 

Minister lives and not just anyone gets to see the PM’s suite or even 

step foot at those gates. The first night in London was truly a night to 

remember. They ordered us a private party boat, where it took us 

around the whole city. One of the rules for the Canadian Cadets 

were that they weren’t allowed to drink, but that didn’t stop the 

Canadians from having a good time. The U.K. officers weren’t 

surprised, each year, the Canadians were always the first ones on 

the dance floor starting the party off on the right foot. We didn’t need 

to drink to have a good time. The time spent with everyone was all 

that mattered.  



 

 

Those 5 days spent in London were rushed and passed by in a 

blink of an eye. There was so much to see in London itself, we 

could explore it for months. Everything began to slow down to a 

reasonable pace as all the cadets split up into our 3 individual 

flights and moved around to different parts of the U.K. My party 

consisted of 23 cadets, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Germany, 

Hong Kong, and United States, 2 which were staff cadets from 

different parts of the United Kingdom. Though by the end, these 

countries were all united as one, C Flight. We all left together 

and headed towards RAF Cranwell, Portsmouth, Brighton and 

other parts of Southern England. Every day was jam packed with 

activities, we would wake up excited but return home exhausted. 

My favourite activity was definitely gliding in the Viking - T1 

gliders. They were so much different than the gliders that the 

Canadian Cadets typically use. They also used a winch instead 

of a tow plane which was essentially a machine slings you up into the air, I was so astonished.  

 

The trip was definitely a trip of a lifetime, I formed some life-long friendships and not many 

people can say that they have friends from all over the world! I was so fortunate to have this 

opportunity and I would like to thank everyone that helped make it possible. All those 6 years of 

hard work led to this opportunity and I am thankful 

to each individual I met along the way. It was 

certainly interesting to learn about each countries’ 

air cadet program and to experience different 

cultures. Some countries didn’t even have a cadet 

program. I realized that we are very fortunate as 

Canadian Air Cadets and for the opportunities that 

we are given in the program such as leadership 

skills, gliding and summer training. We get paid to 

learn & explore, and that’s one of the best 

experiences to have. The Air Cadet program has 

definitely taught me so much and has pushed me 

out of my comfort zone to go out and explore the 

world around us. Taking risks is certainly something that we all must do in order to better 

ourselves and to help discover new things about ourselves. It is important to set goals and face 

challenges, you are not alone, taking a step forward is only the beginning. Life is like a journey 

where you should venture parts of it by yourself, but also with people. Everyone has an impact 

and though are in control. One of the most important things that I take from this experience is it 

doesn't matter where you travel to, it is the people who travel with you, who make a difference. 

Life shouldn’t just have one destination, you will end up in all sorts of places, but it is important 

to enjoy the journey along the way. IACE 2017 was certainly a trip to remember, but the friends I 

made, I will never forget. Sometimes it’s nice to grab a cup of tea and just enjoy each other’s 



company.

 


